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Jakub Hora

The second edition of the SIPF festival
is here. Cheers! Two years have flown
by. I still vividly remember closing the
doors of Suzunari Theatre in 2024 after
the performance of Coulrophobia. And
suddenly, | am holding the program of
the next edition in my hands. It hardly
seems fair — two years of one’ s life
pass, and yet the festival remains just
as young.

Over the past two years, we have
experienced many puppet and theatre
adventures. We presented our SIPF

festival in Plzeri in the Czech Repub-
lic, Silkeborg in Denmark, Chuncheon
in Korea, Bangkok in Thailand, lida in
Japan, New York in the United States,
and at the largest European festival in
Charleville-Méziéres. In our search for
unique productions for this year’ s
program, we visited festivals in Wels,
Austria; Lleida and Segovia in Spain;
Lisbon in Portugal; Helsinki in Finland;
Erlangen in Germany; Brussels in Bel-
gium and many others.

On my puppet journeys, | traveled to
Slovenia, Bulgaria, the United Arab
Emirates, Egypt, Turkey, or to the
United States of America. In all of
these places, we sought inspiration for
the next edition of SIPF 2026.

Of course, all the impressions gath-
ered over the past two years cannot
possibly fit into seven days of festival
programming. What we offer, however,
will surely be a remarkable blend —
carrying within it samples of different
cultures, techniques, styles, and per-
spectives, reflecting how contem
porary puppet theatre has evolved
over the past twenty years.
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