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The Tableis a show where three
puppeteers, dressed in black, animate a
white puppet on... a table. Simple as that. |
enjoyed it so much that even after the show,
| felt a warm and tender feeling in my heart. |
was wondering why. | went to a Taiwanese
restaurant near the station and continued to
ponder. My friend who was with me was
worried because | looked blank while holding
noodles with chopsticks in the air. When she
asked if | was okay, it suddenly clicked.

The protagonist Moses was on stage with us
all the time and he spent his precious time
entertaining us, that’ s why. He’ s my new
friend now. Even when Moses was lying on
the table, the puppeteers kept him alive and
Moses entertained us by shrinking, growing
big, and performing astonishing moves, even
though he was technically 'absent'. Who else
can do that? Jim Carrey?

Moses is free. He is physically very limited,
but since his ego doesn’ t exist there, he is
much freer than any of us. That’ s why he
could be with us all the time. He still is in my
mind, and he keeps telling me funny jokes.
He represents all the people who are not
physically present here but whom we
continue to think of. He is my grandma who
passed away 5 years ago. He is my parents
who now live apart. He is my teddies Kuta
and Taku who also went on lots of
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adventures including space travel (as Moses
did too) with me when | was 5.

| know many people would mention its clever
meta perspective and structure, as well as its
Bunraku reference. Yes, they're important
elements to note, but for me, the attraction of
The Table is the humorous spirit of Moses
(which is largely Mark's spirit) and the subtle
technique employed by the puppeteers (Mark,
Sean, and Fiona) to create that magic.
Naoya Aoki (74 U —¥ v —F ILEREEER )
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