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We are going to die.

The performers point at us, yelling happily
that we are all destined to die. Then they
leave the stage, crawling out of a hole on the
back wall of the stage. That’ s basically how
it ends.

“KAR” is a humorous and musical “puppet”
show with just the right amount of good
sarcasm. Other than this almost dying man,
there are 5 characters on stage. The
storyline is based on “Anna Karenina” by
Tolstoy. | have known the plot of the book
vaguely, but never read it cover to cover. To
be honest, | never clearly got who’ s who
during the show as it’ s always the case with
Russian literature. However, it didn’ t matter.
Meanings are not essential when it comes to
watching this show. It’ s not because we are
going to die, but because we are going to
enjoy the show even just by its exquisite
musicality. The musical instruments are not
the only elements that add the musical flavor
to the show, but also the performers
themselves create a certain rhythm
altogether. They sing. They roll glasses.
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They generate smoke out of a jar. They put a

tiny train on the table, let it run. They smoke.
They turn glasses into living creatures. Free
vodka shots to the audience, then tea time!
Then... All these nonsense surprises keep
coming one after another, and its jazz-like
mixture of solid tempo of the storyline and
unpredictable phenomena keep its tension to
the last moment. Although the performers
made the act more accessible by using
Japanese here and there (which was very
nice and effective), rhythm is their language.
| also joined their concert a few days ago
and felt the same. Fekete Seretlek’ s
music/rhythm truly conveys their personality
and attitude and it makes people happy. |
saw it, it’ s true.

As the show ended, a young boy next to me
turned to his father and said with a bit of
confusion and a smile on his face “...Dad, |
didn’ t really get what it was” . Then his dad
gently answered, “It’ s okay, son. Me
neither.” Then the boy said, “l guess it was
not quite a puppet show either, was it?” Dad
grinned and was not able to reply. | don’ t
think any adults there really knew how to
reply to that question. And then the boy
continued, “But it was so fun!” Yup. It WAS
indeed, | agree.
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