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The Now of Hand Puppets is quite
literally its name—hands, and, puppets,
featuring two shows—Kasparek and Co.
and Boxed—whose performances tap
into diverse ways of how the
manipulations of hand make itself the
spotlight and backbone of the shows.
KaSparek and Co. tells the story of its
protagonist, KaSparek, a hand puppet
who struggles with household and
babysitting. KaSparek is careless: he
“accidentally” throws their baby into a
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boiling soup, and locks the baby in the
drainage. But it is not all him to be
blamed, for the baby does seem
headstrong messing with KaSparek—
even embarking on an imaginary
adventure with a Grim Reaper and their
dog. While manipulating the puppet
through their hands, the performers
imitate the voices of each character and
create sound effects that enhance the
comicality of the show real-time. The
immediacy, along the mastery of
hand-acting, is truly one of the sparks of
live-time puppet shows.

Boxed, however, is more
“straightforward” with “hand”—for it is
directly the acting of hand: a man
receives a box, and opens it to find a
real hand inside. Their interaction is
lovely at first, only to escalate to
unpredictable confrontations. In the end,
the man wakes up, and finds the box
empty—so it was his own hand? No one
will know, as identity and self-awareness
are forever an enigma. Ariel Doron
delivered with his mastery of
manipulating the movements of his hand
a sense of derangement and separation
that is yet relatable to its audiences.
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